Dr Al Cowan

By CynTHia WEBEER

STORRS, Conn. — When Dr Al
Cowan speaks, people listen. There i
something in his rich, bass voice that
comnands attention. But there is more
than a commanding presendce and voice.
Unclerscoring the voice there js & twinkle,
a disarmingly direct approach, and
prodigious knowledge. One not only fis-
lens, one liskens with concentrated
rESpect.

Owver the years, 2 great pumber of
people have listened 10 Dr Cowan, As
head of the Animal Industries Depart-
ment of the University of Connecticut
from 1952 to 1984, Dr Cowan has
wieided a powerful influence over the
hosse warld ta general and over the Mor-
gan home world in particular. Today
while he s emeritus professor of animal
science, horse breeders continue fo listen
intently.

Dr Cowan’s association with the Mor-
gan began when he was a student at the
University of Massachusetts. As a stu-
dent, he regularly rode a Morgan stallien
named Abbott. Then when Dr Cowan
jolned the faculty at Massachusetts in the
mid-"40s, be was instrumental in expand-
ing their Mosgan breeding progrm.
when Dr Cowan moved to the Tiniver-
sity of Connecticut in 1952, Morgans
naturally became the focus of the univer-
sity's horse breeding program,

The breeding program at the Univer-
sity of Connectiout is, and always has
been, small by most standards, for the
program produces only eight to 12 foals
a year. However, the quality of the foals
is outstanding and has hefped to enrich
and to maintain Morgan hreed standards
from Connecticut to Califomia.

As Dr Cowan is quick to point cuf,
however, the Morgan breeding program
at the University of Conpecticut is only a
tiny part of a much targer business, the
business of education. He reiterates that
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Dr Al Cowan holds U.C. Show Biz, one of UConn's premier stallions,

there would be no horses at the univer-

sity if the horses did not successfully serve -

as an educational and scientific 1ol in
the school's development program.
Although the University of Connec-
ticur boasts an ever increasing number of
riders, teainers, and champion homes, Br
Cowan is always looking at a larger pic-

ture, V'We highly encourage students.

with a specific species interest to always
broaden their base in order o enhance
their career opportunities,” he remarks.

As a land grant college, Connecticut
has the resources o expand and to refine
its agricuttural and scientific programs in
many areas. Touted by many as having
the hest equine studies program east of

the Mississippi, the University of Con- -
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necticut, not surprisingly,  attracts in-
creasing numbers of students from other
states. It is surprising, however, that the
maiority of those students are women.

D Cowan points out with some pride
that women have not always enjoyed this
caree; opportunity. He reveals a chart
with some startling statistics: Tn 1938 the
percentape of women to men enrolled as
majors in the collepe of Agriculture and
Natural Resources was 3 percent women
ta 97 percent men. This ratio held solidly
until 1968, but then ashift ocousred. The
ratio jumped from 10 percent women ko
90 percent men, and then in 1978 the
ralio was 23 pereent women 1o T7 percint
men. In 1980 it was 54 percent women to
46 percent men; in 1990 it was 60 percent
women to 40 peroent men; currently in
the entire fickd of Animal Science at the
University of Connecticut, the per-
centage Is 70 percent women to 30 per-
cznt men.

Dr Cowan finds the increased numbers
of women in the univemsity’s equine
program extremely logical. During the
forties and fifties, he notes, women were
allowed very few activities and outlets.
Today, of course, women play sports as
fierely 23 men and enjoy neady the sare
celebrity and sucoess. However, 40 and
50 years ago it was another story. Horwes
not onfy provided thie missing competi-
tive and carcer outlet, but they also
served 13 equalizess in competition,
Astride a horse, a woman czn do anyth-
ing a man can do.

The dominant numbers of women «ur-

rently enrolled in the university’s equine -

studies program i immediately evident if
you visit the immaculale lzarns on the
Storrs campus, Young women are driy-
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statls, and young women are carlng for
foals and grooming stailions.
Everywhere, young women are working
effectively and efficlently.

if you are privileged enough to visit
those bams as a guest of Dr Cowan, his
legacy, reputation, and continuing com-
mitment to education are also -
mediately evident. There is a palpable
respect among all for the man the mo-
ment he enters the barn. Watching him
and listening to him speak, you will un-
derstand and share the respect. He asksa
studeni to remove U.C. Show Biz, a
Morgan stajlion from his stall. Show Biz
is a2 full brother 10 U.C. Ringmaster
world champion, one of the best bred at
UConn., Gleaming with stud-like vitality,
Show Biz dances on his crossties, Dr
Gowan saaiches the horse in a certain
spot on his neck, and the horse instantly
relaxes. .

Dt Cowan obwiously knows the horse.
In fact he seems to know everytbing
about the horse. He praises the fine
points of the horse's head and neck. He
comments on the antmal's conformation
to his wype. Listening to him speak, his
expanding vision unfolds with the same
stunning clarity of a budding flower cap-
tured by time-lapse photography.

Dr Cowan understands Show Biz. He
undesstands Mosgans, He undersiands
horses, He understands generics, He un-
derstands life. And yet there is po ar-
rogance beneath the understanding. He
is an educator, an educator with a sense
of humor. When asked to comment on
the profound influence he has had on
the Morgan horse world, he responds
with his characreristic twinkle and direce-
ness; “*Aceually, I'm better known as a
aitle man_**



